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be-^n more easy for a man to draw himself out of a labyrinth than to
extricate himself from the web in which this great doctor entangled his
adversaries by the force of his reasoning, says St Gregory. After his
preparatory studies, he applied himself to the assiduous meditation of the
Holy Scriptures, that inexhausted fund of heavenly sentiments and know-
ledge. He seasoned his other studies with the assiduous reading of the
works of the fathers. Thus did our great doctor enrich himself with that
orecious treasure, with which he stored his mind, and qualified himself
in so excellent a manner for the ministry of the divine word and the
advancement of piety,

Basil was soon regarded at Athens as an oracle, both in sacred and
profane learning. Both masters and students used their utmost endeavours
to fix him among them; but he thought it incumbent upon him rather
to serve his own country. Wherefore, leaving St Gregory some time
behind him, he went from Athens in 355 and repaired to Caesarea, in
Cappadocia, where, being yet young, he opened a school of oratory. He
was also prevailed upon to plead at the bar; these being, in that age,
m the principal employs in which young orators and noblemen showed their
abilities and improved themselves in the art of speaking. Philosophy
had already raised Basil above ambition, and he contemned posts of honour
and all the glittering advantages with which the world flattered him. He
had always led a most virtuous and regular life, and sought only the kingdom
of God. Yet seeing himself received by his countrymen with the greatest
applause, everyone testifying the highest esteem for his person and endow-
ments, he felt his heart secretly assaulted by a temptation to vainglory and
a lurking satisfaction in the empty esteem of men. The danger of this
enemy made him tremble for his soul; and he shortly after determined
entirely to renounce the world, in order to remove himself further from
its precipices. The zealous exhortations of his devout sister Macrina and
his friend Nazianzen contributed not a little to strengthen him in this
heroic resolution, and instil into his soul a love of holy poverty and a
contempt of human glory, with a relish for the more sublime philosophy
of perfect virtue. By their advice he gave away the greatest part of his
estate to the poor; and, rousing himself as from a lethargy, he began to
behold the true light of heavenly wisdom, and thoroughly to understand
the emptiness of worldly science and all human things. In these dis-
positions he embraced the penitential and laborious state of a poor monk.
St Basil and his friend St Gregory, among the things which they forsook
in renouncing the world, often enumerate eloquence, but mean the gaudy
trimmings and empty delicacies of that art, which only please the ear; or
tiaey speak of the profane use of eloquence, to renounce which, especially
in that age, was certainly a great sacrifice* For both by their example
and works they condemn those Christian preachers who, pretending to